WEATHER.

erly winds.

low. 26, at 7 a.m. today.

Fair tonlgh?and Tuesday;: not much
change in temperature; moderate west-

Temperature for the past twenty-four
hours: High, 33, at 4 p.m. yesterday;
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DEMOCRATS RENEW
THE SHIP BILL FIGHT

Declare Measure Will Be Kept
Before Senate Until March
4, if Necessary.

EXTRA SESSION BELIEVED
NOW TO BE INEVITABLE

Senator Fletcher Will Offer Amend-
ment to Clarke Motion to
Recommit. L

Administration leaders in the Sen-
ate announced today that they intend-
~d 10 ficht on for the passage of the
zovernment ship purchase bill. They
11 =1sted that they would keep the bill
hefore the Senate if it took all the rest
of the present session and forced an
extra session this spring to care for the
uppropriation bills.

if this ¢ourse he followed, an extra
teseion i= belleved to be inevitable.

A shift of plans was ordered today
by the leaders. Instead of allowing the
ship bill to be recommitted and then
sttempting to put fthrough the Gore
ruotion 1o discharge the commerce com-
mittee from further consideration of a
«imilar measure, the leaders deter-
mined to offer um amendment to the
Clurke motion to recommit the bill so
that the committee would be instructed
to report out the bill agaln within
twentv-four hours and amended so as
1o satisfy the republican progressives.

Republicans Will Talk.

W hen this plan became known to the
ublicans, they announced.that any
iiment offered to the Clarke mo-
1 to recommit jthe bill would be
‘ussed at length.” This is taken
ecan that they will begin their fili-
tmmediately. They insist that
will be able to talk the ship bill
to death between now and March 4.
¥ight session= may be the order of the
day even before a vote is had on the
motlon to amend the Clarke motion to
recommit.

It was reported this morning that
ninety-six senators were in Washing-
ton. the total membership of the Sen-
ate, and ‘that they were ready to take
their places in the Senate chamber and
vote. This is almost unhe‘nrd of in
the recent history ofg the Senate, for
usually some of the senators are out
of the city or paired. But the struggle
over the ship bill has grown so intense
that the leaders on both sldes have
exerted every effort to get their men
here.

Fletcher to Force Bill

Senutor-
ship -bill,
the amendment to the Clarke motion,
und declared that he intended to keep
the bill before the Senate to the exclu-
t¢'on of all other business.

\Wiaen the Senate convened today,
senutor Ransdell of Louisiana made a
epvech defending the administration bill
and eriticizsing the republicans for thelr
tilibuster against the measure.

Two Ship Advocates Arrive.

With the arrlval in Washington today
of Senavor Smith of South Carolina and
Benator Newlands of Nevada, the only
two democrats who have been absent
from the Capitol during the last few days,
the situation suddenly shifted in connec-
tion with the adminlstration ship purchase
bill. Thelr votes will make it possible for
the allled democrats and progressive re-
publicans to amend the Clarke motion to
recommit the bill so as to provide for
amendments to the bill satisfactory to
the progressive republicans and instruct-
ing the committee to report the bill back
tu the Senate.

it i= Hkely this course will be followed
instead of permitting the bill to be re-
mitted and of relying upon the demo-
eratic and progressive republicans to pass
the Gore motion to discharge the com-
merce committee from further considera-
tion of the bill introduced by Mr. Gore,
which g the administration bill with two
amendments,

The return to Washington of Senator
Smith had not been expected by the ad-
ministration leaders und they were count-
ing upon using the Gore motion to get
the bill before the Senate again.

The votes of Senator Smith and Sena-
tor Newlands will make the vote on a
inution o amend the Clarke motion to

=oommit sitand 43 to 48, and the Vice
President could cust the deciding vote in
favor of the administration leaders.

Senator Smith, It is understood, will
support the administration in its fight for
the ship bill, notwithstanding rumors that
be was opposed to the measure.

Stone and Williams
Still Full of Fight

Democratic senatorial callers at the
W hite House today were completely at
Bz as to the future of the ship pur-
clhiase bill und the outlook for an ex-
tra mession of Congress. None of the
callere, however, discussed the situa-
tion with the. Presigent. They were
accompanied by visitors or had other
tliings tv talk about.

No conference of the democratic lead-
ers with the Presldent has been ar-
ranged, bat the expectatlon was wide-
epread that the Fresident will deter-
mine witaln a few du¥s whether he
will contlpue to push the bill regurd-
le=s of whether it entaile an extra
ecssion which he has told friends he
glucerely would like to aveid,

When the President does confer with
the Sepate leaders, though, he will find
& wide conflict In opinion upon the
question of dropplng or keeping up
the fight on the bill unti] the close of
congress. The inner feeling is tending
n-.n,ng!)_r toward the plan of dropping
the bili entirely if votes taken today

iu the next few days show that the
uocrals Calinot put I WeAguUre
ough without forcing an extryg HEs-

ston
Seek Vote Today.

The democzrats will seek today to
force the parliamentary situation back
to the point wheere the republicans
must once more be wholly responsible
for a fllibuster and the defeat of the
bLill at this sesslon. Having put them
in this position, the democrats may be
content to stop their ight and turp 1o
1ie appropriztion bills to avuid an ex-
tra eession.

A number of democratic senator 2
leve that the politics of the rlgma :ﬁ:
be favorable to the party if ther cxn
piace the responsibility for defeat upon
tie republicans alone, 28 they will then
be able to tell the voters that the Pres-
fdent and his party offered the coun-
try a vehicle for increased prosperity
and the réepublicans refused to let it
become law.

Senator Overman of North Carolina,
whose lead Ip the Presid 1,

stated lﬁ he would offer|

White louse, was with the President a
short timeé today, but talked about a
patronage matter, he =aid. Mr. Over-
man believed thal a vote would be ob-
tained in the Senate lute this afternocon
that would give an idea as to later de-
velopments,

Williams Favors Extra Session.

Senator John Sharp Williams of Mis-
slssippi, full of fight over the question,
stated, on leaving the White House,
that if the =hip bill be defeated by a
fillbuster lie would like lo see an extra
sossion called.

“Let us have the extra session,” he
said, “and we will then put through the
ship bill and a rural credis bill, there-
by completing our program of legisla-
tion  The constituents of the so-called
democratic senators who are opposing
this measure ¢an then determine
whether they are worthy of return to
the Senate.”

Henator Stone of Missour! was at the
White House, Lut did not sec the Pres-
ident. He is atill full of flght and is
willing to force the ship question right
to the end.

The suggesion was made today that
even If the ship fight continues close to
the end of this month und can then be
d?ﬂ!l'ntei)' settled the democrats might
avoid an extra session by passing o
Joint resolution continuing the appro-
priation bllls for the present fiscal vear
until Congress again meets next De-
cember. This suggestion has heen un-
der counsideration by the leaders for
some time and, of c¢ourse, contingent
upon the ship purchase fight being
brought to a final vote prior to March
4. - should the republicans be able to
kill the hill by a filibuster to the end
of the session an extra session would
be absolutely necessary to provide ap-
propriations, it was pointed out.

Invite Wilson to Missouri. .

Representative Borlund of Missouri
called on the Presldent today with a
delegation from the Chamber of Com-
merce of Kansas City, which extended
an invitation to Mr. Wilson to visit
that city on his way to or from Sun
Francisco. The President told his
visitors that even the Callfornia trip
was contingent on the Buropean situa-
tion and upon the outcome of the fight
in Congress. He sincerely hoped to
aveold un extra session, he declared,
and hoped to know within a few duys
what to expect in that direction. At
present, however, he could make no

promises about a trip across the con-
tinent.

Representative Tribble of Georgia
told the President today that a careful
canvass of the House showed that the
ship purehase bill, if it passes the
Senate, will go through the House by
a majority of from twenty-five to
thirty votes. The Georgla delegation,
with one possible exception, would be
for the bill, he said.

Mr. Tribble said that the situation
in the House had been carefuily in-
vestigated and there was no doubt as
to the safe majority the bill would
have there,

HOUSE GIVES SETBACK
T0 JIM CROW CAR BILL

O

Sets Aside District Day and Pro-

Appropriations.

The first test vote on the “Jim Crow”
bill for the District of Columbia taken
in the House today was a temporary
setbuck for the bill by a vote of 168
to 107. Although the vote was not
taken directly on the bill, the friends
of the measure had been rallied by
Representative Clark of Florida, au-
thor of the pill, in 2n effort to prevent
Chairmman Fitsgerald of the appropria-
tions committee, from overriding Dis-
trict day and going ahead with the
sundry civil appropriation bill -
When the House assembled at 11
o'clock Representative Clark. with the
bill in his pockets, entered the House,
followed by an unusually large group
of sauthern men, for an 11 o'clock meet-
ing of the House.

Chairman Johnson’s Plea.

After the brief morning business had
been concluded, Representative Fitz-
gerald moved that the House go into
committee of the whole to consider
further the items in the big sundry
civil bill

*“l1 hope that motion will not prevail”
said Chairman Johnson of the District
committee; “there is important legisla-
tion affecting the District of Columbia and
this is District day.”

Representative Fitzgerald was plainly
surprised at the loud and vociferous vote
which was shouted agalnst his iuotion.
Southern democrats in force had deter-
mined to get a vote on the Clark bill 1o-
day if possible.

District Day Set Aside.

“The noes seem to have it," announced
Speaker Clark
Representative Fitzgerald thereupon
promptly made & point of no quorum and
the ensuing roll call vote showed the
“solid south” practically a unit for Dis-
trict day, the business of which would
have been a discussion of the Clark “Jim
Crow"" bill ;

District day was thereupon set aside
and the debate on the sundry civil bill
proceeded.

IN SOUTH AMERICAN TRADE.

Increased Demand for Ships of
American Registry.

NEW' YORK, February s.—Curtail-
ment of the European trade with South
America becuuse of war und a shortage
of steamships has brought about u de-
mand for sailing vessels of Amerlecan
registry, and every ship, bark apg
schooner flying the American flag is
being eugerly sought to carry Ciargoes
between New York and Brazil and the
Argentine.

For the first time in tw V  ye:
schooners .and shipse engﬂ;;::lt}in”‘t‘lr::
coal and Yumber trade I the coast-
wise traffic have been cheartered ay cgr-
riers in the South American trade, More
tHzn a dozen pf these vessels ure TIoaw

luading ut loecal plers with cargoes 1,
South America. oK,

QUITS SHIP IN MIDOCEAN.

Crew of Norwegian Steamer Img.

" taca Rescued by El Zorro.

HALIFAX, N, 8, February 8—The
Norweglan steamer Imataca, boypg
from Ayr, Scotland, to Baltimore, in
pallast, was abandoned in a sinking
condition in the middle of the Atlangy,.
snd her crew rescued by the steuner
El Zorro, according to s wireless re.
ceived here today by the marine flgp.
eries departmept from Cape Race.

The abandoned vessel was reported to
be & mMenace Lo navigation, No further
detalls were contalned in the wirclesy
message.

The Imataca was formerly known as
the Victor Hugo. Bhe was bullt in 1909

for its wise suggestion, uznd who is
eoften. talled into conference at

the

it Middlesbore, England, and was 390
feet Jong and of 1,235 net tonnage.

WILL AWAIT REPORT
ON FLAG INCIDENT

>
U=

Use of U. S. Colors by the L
sitania Is Subject of
Inquiry.

OFFICIALS EXPECT NOTE
FROM AMBASSADOR PAGE

State Department Also Léoks for
Explanation by British
Admiralty.

Fending the arrival of an official re-
port from Ambassador Page, no official
statement will be made of how the Amer-
fcan government regards the hoisting of
the Amertean flag on the British rteam-
ship Lusitania while crossing- the Irish
=ea, It was believed that an officlal atute-
ment from the British admiral should
also be received by the State Department.

While the fneident was discussed with
interest in official and diplomatic quar-
<ers, there was no indication of whut de-
velopment It might take.

“Under conelderation” was the response
of Secretary Bryan to questions regard-
ing the purpose of the Stiate Department
in the® matter of the use of the American
flag by the Lusitania and the German
declaration of a war zone around the
British Isles.

Officials Are Reticent.

Evidently these matters are regarded
as too delicate at this juncture to admit
of free discussior? in the press, for the
officlals are reticent regarding the receipt
of any cables from the ambassadors at
London or Berlln dealing with these =ub-
jects, and are even indisposed to confirm
the accuracy of the press accounts in
relation to the various orders and de-
crees which, it is alleged, are belng re-
reived in this country.

There are some indications that the
State Department is contemplating the
treatment of these important matters
in one general note or statement, simi-
lar to that contained in Secretary Bry-
an's recent letter to Senator Stons,
chairman of the committee on foreign
relations, defending the administra-
tion's attitude against the various
charges of unneutral conduct that had
appeared in the press.

Senator Stone was a White House
caller today. He said that in his opin-
ion the flying of the American flag by
the Lusitania was an "impproper use of
the flag.” Senator Stone added that it
would be possible for Congress to adopt
a resolution protesting against the in-
cident, but that he thought it a mat-
ter to be handled entirely by the ex-
ecutive branch of the government.

Naval Officers Gite Bule-.. .

e

Naval officers recalled that the navy
regulations permit a warship to fly an-
other flag than its own, but specifi-
cally provide it must bg hauled down
and the ship's own flag must be hoist-
ed hefore a shot I8 fired. There are

many incidents in naval history where
that has been done, the latest being
the German sea rover Emden, which
holsted the Japanese flag just before
making a daring rald at Fenang. Ex-
perts in naval procedure recalled no
case, however, where & merchantman
was involved. =

It was recalled in _naval circles here
today that when Capt. Glass, com-
manding the crulser Charleston, on his
way to the Philippines with a convoy
of troops, etopped and captured Guam
Le ordered the Japanese flag to be
flown on his flagship and on the ships
of his flotilla. He signaled this mes-
sage to the steamers Australia, Peking
and Sydney, merchant ships under
charter to the government and Iin use
as troopships: -
*“Passing slgnal statlon at Guam,
Charleston will hoist Japanese colors;
others vesselS same, or none."

The deception was aided by the fact
that the Charleston was similar in ap-
pearance to the Japanese cruiser Naniwa.
- All the authorities of international law
and the manual in use at the Naval War-
College justify the use of other flagy on
warships.

Quotation From Manual.

The Navy War College manual says:

“The regulations of the’ United Btates
Navy state that the use of a forelgn flag
to deceive the enemy is permissible, but
that It must be hauled down before a gun
is fired, and under no circumstances ig an
action to be commenced or a battle fought
without the display of the national en-

sign."

The recoras of internatfonal Ilgw
Lowever, contain Tew dnstances in .
which the use of a foreign flag on o |
merchantman has come Into question. |
Une instance, though not in time of

war, came up during the term of Secre-
tary Sherman In the State Department,
in which the London oBard of Trade in-
tervened to stop Improper digplay of a
United States flag.

These are Secretary Sherman's words:

“A llnc of sgteamers plying between
England and the United States under
the British flag has for some vyears
past nsed the United States union jack
as its house flag. Uppn inquiry being
made by the ambassador at London, the
British board of traude intervened in
virtue of Its authority in matters of
shipping and mavigation, and T am just
informed that the line in question has
been constrained to adopt another dis-
tinctive house P

Brazilian Incident.

In May, 1903, the American minister
to Brazil brought to the notice of the
Erazilian government the fact that a
Brazillan line of salling vessels was
using a house flag resembling one of
the fcrms of the national ensign of the
United States. The complaint was re-
ferred to the navy department of Bra-
zil, and the American minlster was
subsequently informed that the Bra-
zilian firm owning the vessels in ques-
tion had ordered another flag to be
substituted for that which had been
in use,

waus issued at the instance of Rear Ad-
miral Stockton, head of a board revis-t
ing the code, ubsolutely prohibiting the
use of either neutral or enemy flags
for purposcs of deception. But very
soon after the signing of the drder
and before it had found general circu-
latlon, the attention of President
Roosevelt was drawn to it by some na-
val officerd of high rank, who pointed
out that it had been the practice for
time immemorial, and was perfectly
legitimate warfare, to moke use of a
neutral flag to aprouch elther an enemy
| ship or his batteries or to run down a
prize with the single condition that
| before a hostile shot was fired the neu-
| tral flag must come down and the true
| standard be holsted. President Roose-
velt was moved by those urguments to
promptly resciud the new regulations,
which guve place to the one now ex-
tant.

Successful Use of Neutral Flag.

A celebrated case of the successful
use of & neutral flag during time of
war 15 a clzesic In naval history, It
was that of the Confederate sloop ef

In 1900, however, a naval regulation|
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ROUMANIANS AND AUSTRIANS

'‘REPORTED TO HAVE FOUGHT

FURIOUS THREE-HOUR BATTLE

|Engagement. Declared. to- Have Been Brought on When! .

Austrian Force Violated Roumanian Territory,
Being Repulsed by Frontier Guards.

PARIS, February 8.—Austrian troops have violated the
Roumanian frontier near Turn Severin, the Journal is informed
in a dispatch from its Nish correspondent. ‘The Austrians are
reported to have fired on frontier guards who attempted to op-
pose their passage, and a furious fight followed.

Strong reinforcements came

to the help of the Roumanians,

and, after a three-hour struggle, the Austrians are reported to
have been driven-back across the line with a large number of

wounded.

If the Austrians had captured Turn Severin, the correspond-
ent says, they would have had complete command of Kladovo,
the only place in Serbia on the Danube permitting communica-

tion with Roumania.

The incident, which occurred several days ago, has not been
followed up by either side, the Journal's report states.

REPORT BY AMBASSADOR PAGE
ON LUSITANIA FLAG INCIDENT

Reviews Facts Learned From Passengers,

But Has Had No Word From -

Downing Street.

LONDON, February 8, 3:07 pm—
Walter Hines Page, the American am-
bassador in London, today forwarded
to the State Department at Washing-
ton a report on the Lusitania flag in-
cident. The ambassador in his report
informally reviews the alleged use of
the American flag by the Cunard liner
on entering Liverpool harbor Saturday
morning, as Wag related to the mem-
bers of the embassy stafl by Americans
who had crossed the Atlantic on the
vessel. .

Mr, Page has not communicated wn.‘h
the foreign office concerning the inci-
dent, and as Yet no official communi-
cations concerning the use of the
American fiag by a British vessel have

passed between the American and
British governments. s
As the Lusitania carried 440 cubin

many of them prominent
who t!:ave a wide ratt:gus.g:;

:e in London, the news o e
?I?L:ﬁenl‘: spread rapldly in the hotels
and clubs until it has become almost
the sole topic of conversation.

The British government stoutly
maintains that the captain of t'he Lusi-
tunia was not ordered by government
officials to use & neutral flag.

Justified by British Press.

The news of the arrival at Liverpool
under tho American flag of the Cunard
lne steamer Lusitania is given much
space In the English papers todiy.

The information was received too late
to permit of much editorial comment
as vet, but enough has been printed to
show that the lncident is regarded as
one of great importance It is not gen-
erully expected, however, that the Brit-

ish government will take further ac-
tion unless Washington requests an ex-

nation.
p]é.ommcnllug editorially on the use of
a neutral flag by Britlsh merchantmen,
the Daily Express says that while such
action may be legally. consistent, it
nevertheless will disturb British public

opinion.
Blow to British Pride.

“ln our case, ubove all others,” says
the DPally Express, “such tacties will
geem lnexpedient sand even humiliating
to the Britigsh mind. ~Since when_has
the union jack become a color to be

passengers,
Americane

hauled down timidly or-au.inadequata

protection’ on all the seas” The whole
affair leaves a very disagreeable taste
I the mouth of England.
“We do not presume to i
£ question or
he admiralty, but our confl-

criticise t
dence in the admiralty and the navy
und to regret

is such that we are ho

profoundly . a resort to
& s
which, while it In no wayuhteduge

excuses
miy. glve the enemy
ani an opportunity for
we are least inclined

German piracy,
and neutral nati
the sneer which
to tolerate.”

“Advised” by Admiralty.
While maintaining that it
sible the admiralty could have Eiven
a secret order to merchant vessels to
Ny neutral flugs, the Times' naval cor-
respondent admits it is quite natural
the admiralty should advise merchant-
men to hoist neutral flags or tuke any
other precautions to conceal their iden-
tity when passing through submarine-
infested waters. He adds that such
advice doubtless has been given.
Discuesing Germany's promise not to
molest American vessels, the Times
correspondent argueg that under inter-
national law a blockade should be im-
partial, and that if Germany makes an
exception in fuvor of Americans she

nust make It apply, also, tp other, or
the blockade would be ineffective.

Foreign Office Statement.

The following statement was issued by
the foreign office last night :

“The use of a neutral flag is, within
certain limitations, well established in
practice as & ruse de guerre. The only
effect-in the case of a merchantman of
wearing a flag other than her national
flag is to compel the enemy to follow
the ordinary obligatlons of naval war-
fare, and satisfy himself as to the pation-
ality of the vessel: and the character of
her eargo by examination before captur-
ing her and taking her into a prize court
fur adjudication.

“The British government has always
considered the use of the. British colors
by foreign vessels legitimate for the pur-
pose of escaping capture. Such practice
not only Invalves no breach of inter-
national law, but is specifically recognized
by the law of this country in the mer-
chant shipping act of 1894,

“In instructions to British consuls:in

is impos-

|191-|. it is stated: ‘A ship'is Hablé to

CASH WITHOUT LIMIT
FOR THE BRITISH ARMY

N, February 8, 2:45 p.m.—For
the Iirst time in 200 years the British
government today, invited the house
of commons to give it a blank check
for army purposes,

This is virtually the effect of the new
precedent set up by the introduction of
army estimateg without details and
without the aggregates of the expendl-
tures, and when parliament has voted
the mnominal sum of £1,000 sterling
under each of the fifteen groups of ex-
penditures it will have voted suppligs
without llmit for an army of 3,000,000
men, to be accounted for When the
war is over.

TWO0 FACE BURGLARY CHARGE.

Alabama Health Officer and State

Capitol Janitor Are Accused.

MONTGOMERY, Ala, February 8§ —
Dr. George Robert Norman, a physician
of Brookwood, Ala., and Kelly Adams,
a negro  janitor at the state capitol,
have been arrested on indictments
charging burglary, following an inves-
tigation into_alleged fraudulent meth-
ods used In disbursing physiclans' -
censes. -

Tt is alleged by Dr. W. H. Sanders,

state health officer, that the physician
und the negro made a practice of sub-
stituting examination papers.

HIGH SEAS STAY PASSAGE.

| Transport Prairie, With Subma-

| rines, Delayed in Reaching Mobile.

MORBILE, Ala., February 8.—A Pensa-
cola, ¥la., special says: The trunsport
| Prairie, convoying the submarines K-1,
K-2, K-5 and K-6, will not reach here
hefore Tuesday or Wednesday morn-
ing. The vessels were due last Fri-
day, but for the past week the gulf
has been very rough and two hard
blows occurred, compelling the hornets
of the deep to remain at Key West un-
'til the rough weather passed.

Several other naval vessels, including
torpedo hoal destroyers, are due to
arrive during the week, most of them
comlng up from Guantanamo.

BANDAGES FOR WOUNDED,

Three Hundred Girls in New York

Given Work by Salvation Army.

~EW YORK, February 8.—Three hun-
dred girls were put to work teday by the
Salvation Army making bandages and
surgical dressings for use in Europe. The
dressings are to be delivered to the Red
Crose Society. The girls, many, of them
the sole support of families, will earn 75
cents i day.

The committee on unemployment among
women, headed by Mrs. James Speyer,
today opened emergency workshops in
various parts of the city which will pro-
vide employment for 1,500 women.

I

2,000 Men Accept Cut in Wages.

READING, Pa.,, February S5.—More
than 2,000 men employed by the Reading
Iron Company begun work today at re-
duced wages. The puddlers accepted a cut
of from $5.50 to $5 per ion, and the other
workers took a reduction in proportion.
The working force wuas increased over
that recently employed, and it is ex-
pected that the work day will be length-
ened in a short time, giving the men more
income.
‘,

Treasure Shipped Back to Paris,
GENEVA, via Paris, February 8—A
gecond consignment of bonds, stocks
and serip sent liere from Faris for sale
keeplnz soon uafter the Germans in-
vaded France, was shipped back to the
French capital Baturday in a strongly

guarded car. The value of the ship-
ment was estimated at between $500,-

£Continued ?‘Bomd Page.).

000,000 and §600,000,000,

WAY SEEK CHANGE
INLEVYING TAXES

Improved Method Regarding
Personal Property Likely to
Follow. Page Charges.

LAW, NOT ASSESSORS,
RESPONSIBLE FOR SYSTEM

Letters to North Carolina Represent-
ative From Taxpayers Give Ex-
periences of Writers.

Imprevement in the methods of levying
personal taxes in the District of Colum-
biz may be sought thirough the joint ef-
fort of Representative Page, chairman of
the District appropriations subcommittee
of the House, and the District Commis-
sioners, a8 a result of the charges made
by the former on the floor of the House
Saturday that the present system largely
is based on guesswork.

It was learned today that the subject
already had been discussed by Represent-
ative Page and Commissioner Newman,
terminating in an agreement that the Dis-
trict oflicial is to arrange for the instal-
lation of whatever administrative im-
provements are possible at present, while
Representative Page will consider what
changes, if any, should be made in the
personal tax law.

At the District bullding it Is polnted
out that whatever criticism may be
made of the present method of assess-
ing personal taxes should be directed
against the law and not the assessor,
as that official is declared to have
open to him no course other than to
follow the law on the subject.

Says Assessors Guess Value.

Representative Page's principal criti-
cism was that the assessors, in the ab-
sence of, an inventory, walk by a house
and make a guess as to the value of
the personal property contained within,
He claimed that he had been assessed
with a penalty of 20 per cent for fail-
ure to gnake return on his personal
propert? and that it was the first no-
tice he had received from the board of
Ppersonal tax appraisers in ten years.

Investigation of the law governing
the subject reveals the fact that the
board is not required to mail inventory
blanks, and that it only gives out such
blanks upon request. No such blank
was zent to Representative Page this
year, it is stated, but his property was
assessed on the basis of a return which
he voluntarily made a year ago, ac-
cording to officinls of the assessor's
office. As no return was made this
yvear by Mr. Page, the usual 20 per cent
penalty was added, as is required by
. law in all such cases. Fdwe iy
Regarding the charge that Euess
work Is resorted to when no returns
are made, members of the board of per-
sonal tax.appraisers admit that this is
true, and point out that it is done In
accordance with law. Assessments thus
established purposely are made high
0 that property owners affected will
appeal to the board. This is the only
means, it is claimed, by which the
board, in many cases, can arrive ap-
proximately at the value of property
which has not been listed by owners.

Provision of the Law.

law governing this feature pro-
“That if the said board of per-
sohal tax appralsers be not satisfied
as to the correctness of the return of
personal property made by any per-
son, flrm, association, company, admin-
istrator., executor, guardian or trus-
tee, said board may reject said return,
and said board, or any of the members
thereof, may, from the best informa-
tion he or they can procure, or by mak-
ing such an examination of the per-
sonal property as may be practicable,
assess the same in such amount as to
him or they seem just, and notice of
the rejection of the sworn return
shall be given to the party interested
by leaving the same at the address
given in said return; and in all such
cases-there shall be a right of appeal
from the action taken by said apprais-
ers to the board of personal tax ap-
peals hereinafter provided for, or to
their successors In office, within fif-
teen days after delivery of said notice
or rejection as aforesaid.” N
Complaints of property owners who
claim that their personal belongings
have been assessed too high are now
being made to the board of review,
which will hold daily sesslons until
March % The board convenes at 10
am. and at 3 p.m. Appeals should be
made by personal appeimance.

Complaints of Taxpayers.

tepresentative Page today received
communications from several taxpay-
ers in the city giving experiences with
the personal tax assessment system
similar to that complained of by Mr.
Page in 'he House of Representatives
last Saturday. One of the ¢communica-
tions was from a woman on Connecti-
cut avenue, who told the representa-
tive her tax bill had been mounting
upward without any addition by her to
the stock of personal property in her
house, and also without any czll from
4 tax Assessor. .

Another letter was from a man wheg
charged that employes of the assessor's
office are going about at night making
up personal tax returns for groperty
owners, for a fee. This letter offered
to give the name of an attorney or a
notary who had put the returns inte
proper shape and had them sworn to.

Another property owner ecalled on |
Hepresentative Page with a notice from
the assessor. The property owner said
he had filed a return of his personal
Lelongings with the assessor, and that
he had made an affidavit as to its ac-
curacy before a notary.

Notwithstanding this, the board, he
suid, had sent him a notice ralsing his
estimate by $800, and refusing to accept !
his sworn statement; but no member of !
the board of assessors, he said, had ever |
visited his house. :

“The trouble Iz just as I pointed out
tn the House,” said Mr. Page today,
“there is not enough initiative in that
office. No new legislatlon is needed to
cover the situation: all they need is
tiusiness methods. They can't go on guess-
ing at the property people have, but
should give every property "owner a
chance to make a1 return. Then if the
returns under oath are wrong they have
the District attorney and the grand jury
to rely on for indictments for perjury.”

DAY IN CONGRESS.
Senate.

The
vides

Met at noon.

Resumed consideration of government
ship purchase bill

HSenator La Follette introduced reso-
lutivn to provjde for calling conference
of mneutral nations to consider estab-
lishment of world peace.

House.

Met at 11 a.m.

Debate was resumed on the sundry
civil appropriation bill,

The judiciary committes considered
charges against Federal Judge Dayton

of West Virginia,

FATE OF HUNGARY
LL IN BALANCE
AS BATTLES RAGE

Russians and Austrians Both
Claim to Have Scored
Successes.

CLEAR POLAND OF ENEMY °
BY SPRING, THE PROGRAM

Czar's Military Experts Think Timae
Has Come to Inaugurate a
General Cffensive.

GERMAN ATTACK IS SHIFTED

Attempt to Reach Warsaw Believed
to Have Peen Bidetracked for
Campaign in East

Prussia.

PETROGRAD, February 8.—
Hard fighting continued in the
Carpathians with success of con-
siderable importance for the Rus-
sian troops, according to an offi-
cial communication issued here
today.

A pursuit of the Austrians after
their resistance had been broken
at three fortified positions near
Mezolaborcz is said to have re-
sulted' in the capture of more
than 2,500 prisoners. The cap-
ture of additional troops after a
retreat north of Uzsok pass also
is recorded, while it is stated Aus-
trian attacks were repulsed at
other mountain passes.

Minor Russian victories
claimed in East Prussia
northern Poland.

Great Battle in Bukowina.
_C:ENE‘A. via Paris, February 8.—
Desperate fighting is going on in the
Carpathians between Lawoczne, in Gall-
cig, and Volocts, in Hungary. Accord.
ing to advices received here the Rus-
sians have captured the villages of
Ulics, Komarnik, Csertesz and Swidnik.
A great battle is raging in Bukowina,
between perna-“‘a.tra and Kimpolung.
Austrian headquarters has prohibited
war corréspondents from going to the
front at Poschorita. The Austrians are
reported to have been driven back be-
yond the Moldava river and the Rus-
sians ulso have gained some small suc-
cesses at Yablomitza.

Russians Plan Offensive.

WARSWAW, Russian Poland, February
8 (via London).—The reaction which fol-
lowed the cessation of the fierce German
aggressive in the regiom of Human
and Borjimow, and the transfer of
German troops northward to initiate &
new offensive in the East Prussian country
which lies between Tilsit, Gumbinnen and
Lipno, has provided the Bussian forces on
the Poland, in the cpinion of Russian
military observers, with uan opportunity
for the long-heralded offensive whose ui-
timate result will be the expulsion of Ger-
man forces from West Poland.

Ever since the German attack on Bor-
jimow, which reached its climux Thurs-
day, the number of German troops be-
tween the junction of the Bzura river
and Bolimow has been decreasing.

German Attack Bhifted.

Following their failure to make ma-
terial headway against the Russian
line which protected Ilumln and Bor-
jlmow, the Germans shifted their at-
tack to the right bank of the Vistula,
northwest of Warsaw between Lipne
and Sierpec. Thie oifenszive, however,
wes not comparable in intensity to the
former. and it evidently was only an
interlude to mask an important tran:-
fer of German troops in the direction
of Eust Prussia.

The new Russian advance, according
to the latest and most reliable infor-
mation reaching Warszaw, alrcady hos

are
and

been succesaful between the Bzura
jvg-'iiu'n and Vithovitze, where (i
have taken a number of Germsan

trenches and started the enemy upui
a precipitate retreat in which the Ger-
mans left a large number of picces o
artillery behind them.

Russian military observers in Poland
find in the disorder and disorganizat,
evidenced In this German retrs
creasing proof of what they cauil
weukening of the German morasle

Germans Well Fortifed.

Although it is expected here that the
Bussian offensive will now extend over
the whoie Polish irunt, even the miwst
sanguine do not look for any very rapid
progress ir the resumption of the ag-
gressive, since the Russians have de-
talled information of elaborate Ger-
man fortifications extending from the
Yvistula south to Sklerniewice and
Lavka. The weneral consensus ol mili-
tary opinion In Warsaw today, how-
ever, is that the Russiuns will retuke
western Poland in the early spring,
Great tribute is pald here to the con-
tinued mobility shown by The German
forces in their lightuing changes of
front. In the recent transfer to llast
Prusela the Germans made use of un
enormous number of autemobiles for
moving their soldiers. They are in
possession of 30,000 motor cars, each
accommodating twenty men, with food
and ammunition, capable of a
speed of sixteen miles an hour.

Austrians Claim a Victory.

VIENNA, Austria, February §, via
Amsterdam and London, 3:35 p.m.—The
Alull'ﬂ'”“n‘“m war press bureau to-
day isgued the following description of
the recent fighting in the Carpathisn
mountains:

“The battie for Dukla pass ended fa-
vorably for us. Owing to difficulties
of transport only weak Russian artil-
jery forces participated, but the Rus-

mmetnrt,nud nu'rhmbnkla
pass Sstrong an forcesfi ag-
vanced against the heighta.

itheut regard for humam material
thé" Husslans tried to enfoglye u sue-
declaion, Three ai-




